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EiRHTES Noam Chomsky(1928-): Knowledge of Language: Its Nature, Origin,
and Use, 1986

Linguistics is the study of language. The study need to know every aspects of
language, including vocabulary, grammar, the sound of language, and how words
evolve over time. Knowing a language is a matter of knowing the system of rules
and principles that is the grammar for that language. To have such knowledge is to
have an explicit internal representation of these rules and principles, which
speakers use in the course of language production and understanding. Linguists
have identified five basic components (phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics,
and pragmatics) found across languages. There are 3 aspects of language
knowledge:

1. form: phonology, morphology, and syntax.,

2. content: semantics;

3. use: pragmatics.



Language is such a complicated knowledge. Through all ages, scholars and special
faculties are set up to tackle this topic. For communication, we need language to
express ourselves, either body or verbal. It is an important channels when
interacting with people in our everyday life. Misunderstanding and
misinterpretation often leads to arguments and fights among people. Disgreements
happen among world leaders might even lead to wars and there will be no peace on

earth. Language and use of language is crucial in communication.

In the Bible, | find two very interesting scenarios. One scenario is Yahweh found
out the people wanted to build a city and a tower with its top in the

sky, God confounded their speech so that they could no longer understand each
other, and scatters them around the world. (Genesis 11:1-9). The Tower of Babe is
a parable in the Book of Genesis meant to explain why the world's peoples speak
different languages. There are roughly around 7000 different languages in the

world today.

Another scenario is the Descent of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament Acts 2:1-
6 during Pentecost, every nation gathered in the upper house speaking different
languages hear and understand one another. God is reverting what He has done in
the Old Testament in the Tower of Babe. The most important part to me, it is not
just that day in the Pentecost. It was later that the Apostles and disciples went to all
different parts of the world to spread the Good News. How did they overcome the
language barrier? Remember early in the year, when we went to pilgrimage in
Guadalupe ourselves, we don’t know Spanish. How we need to install Google
translate in our phone to talk to the Mexican about the details of things to find our

ways there.



As a religious person, it is the Holy Spirit at work. In the Old Testament, the Holy
Spirit anointed the King, prophets, priests to speak God’s word to intercede for the
people. Throughout the Old Testament, the Spirit of God is connected to God’s
words. The Lord said He would put His words in His people’s mouths (Isaiah
59:21). In 2 Samuel 23:2, David said the Spirit of the Lord spoke through him. Old
Testament saints received God’s words through their prophets and leaders. Moses
told the Israelites, “The word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart
so that you may obey it” (Deuteronomy 30:14). The Holy Spirit played a primary
role in the Old Testament prophecy. David said that “The Spirit of the Lord speaks
through me; His words are upon my tongue” (2 Samuel 23:2), and Ezekiel
explained that “The Spirit came into me as He spoke, and He set me on my feet”

(Ezekiel 2:2a).

| find it most interesting is in the book of Jonah. The prophet was sent by God to
prophesy the destruction of Nineveh, but he attempts to escape his divine mission.
We all as human beings are tempted to judge, who is worthy and who is not. Under
our own will powers to so things rather than listen to the Words of God. God is

merciful, if we repent, He will forgive and give us chances.

This thought is continued in the New Testament. The Spirit gives life, and the
words Jesus spoke are “full of the Spirit and life” (John 6:63). Contrary to the Old
Testament, in the New Testament, God send His Holy Spirit to all of us, it is not
only to a bunch of dedicated people. God also give us the will power to accept the
Holy Spirit. As describe by Plato in the story of the cave, people spent their lives
chained in a cave facing a blank wall. We are those people, watch the shadows
projected onto the wall by objects passing in front of a fire behind them, and they

give names to these shadows. The shadows only represent the fragment of reality



but not the accurate representation of the world. We should aim at knowing and
perceive the higher levels of reality and not just living in our prisoner’s mind set.
We often think we know a lot and not realize God is behind all of these. Almighty
God knows all and we just need to follow His Words. It is sad that there are still a
lot of people refuse to accept this grace and just venture into the world with their
own intelligence and not listen to the Word of Life. Let’s pray that we all

understand and listen to the Word in order to have peace on Earth.



