
Basílica i Temple Expiatori de la 

Sagrada Família
Basilica and Expiatory Temple of the

Holy Family

and

Antoni Gaudí

[Background: Nativity Façade] 



Antoni Gaudíi Cornet, 1852 - 1926
ÁSpanish architect from Catalonia
ÁBest known practitioner of Catalan 

Modernism
ÁWork of Gaudíhighly individualistic 

and difficult to classify into any style
ÁStill, influence of neo-Gothic art and 

oriental techniques (Byzantine/Middle-
Eastern) apparent in his buildings

ÁLiked to work in 3-D scale models more 
than detailed drawing



Antoni Gaudíi Cornet, 1852 - 1926

ÁStaunch religious upbringing in the Roman Catholic 
tradition; often eulogisedŀǎ άDƻŘΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘέ
ÁReputed to be strongly influenced by the 

Oriental/Byzantine tradition: preference for 
ornamentation
ÁReverence for the Holy Family and dedication to 

Christ a strong motive force behind his work on the 
Sagrada Família basilica temple
ÁMovement within the Spanish church for his 

beatification and ultimate canonisation
ÁEvidence of Catalan tradition in his work?



Cathedral of the Holy Cross & St Eulàlia(Co-
patron saint of Barcelona), Barcelona

ÁSpanish neo-Gothic style
ÁConstructed from 13th to 15th

centuries (mainly built in 14th

century)
ÁBuilt next to an older cloister
ÁNeo-Gothic façade constructed in 

late 19th century over a non-descript 
exterior, common in Catalonia 
ÁSince beginning of 20th century, 

overshadowed by DŀǳŘƝΩǎSagrada 
Família
ÁCommon traits of expression shared 

with SagradaFamília



Palace of the Generalitat, Barcelona

Renaissance-style Palace of the Generalitat(Palace of Catalan President) celebrates 600 
years of Catalan architecture ς2018: traces of Moorish, Gothic influences?



Examples of Spanish rococo style

From left:Palace of the Marquésde Dos Aguas, Valencia; Centre: Cathedral of Santiago 
de Compostella; details of Ceramics Museum, Valencia. Far right:Sagrada Família, any 
similarities to rococo architecture?



19th century fin-de-siècle influence
ÅVienna Secession ςmovement in the arts around 1900

ÅContemporaneous with Gaudí

ÅPainting by Gustav Klimmt
(left)
ÅKarlplatz, old Stadtbahn

station, Vienna (right)
ÅVienna Sessationdates back to 

1897, marking beginning of 
modern art in Austria, and, in 
time, other countries of Europe
ÅOrnate, but making clean 

break from classicism or Gothic 
revival



DŀǳŘƝΩǎworks before Sagrada Família



DŀǳŘƝΩǎworks before Sagrada Família

Left: GüellPalace, built in late 1880s, one of DŀǳŘƝΩǎfirst works and greatest masterpieces.
Centre: Casa de los Botines, 1891, in Leon. 
Right: Casa Calvet, 1898-1900



DŀǳŘƝΩǎworks before Sagrada Família

Left: Casa Vincens, 1883-мууфΤ ¦b9{/h ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ {ƛǘŜ ƻŦ Ψ²ƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ !ƴǘƻƴƛ 
DŀǳŘƛΩΣ нллрΤ Right:Park Güell, 1900-1914; recognized as World Heritage Site, 1984



DŀǳŘƝΩǎworks before Sagrada Família

Left: Casa Mila, built between 1906 and 1912. Right: UNESCO world heritage site of 
Ψ²ƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ !ƴǘƻƴƛ Gaudísince 1984.  Right:Casa BatlloΣ ΨIƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ .ƻƴŜǎΩΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
1906, one of DŀǳŘƝΩǎmost outstanding workshttps://www.historylists.org/architecture/list-of-top-10-antoni-gaudi-works.html

https://www.historylists.org/architecture/list-of-top-10-antoni-gaudi-works.html


SagradaFamília Basilica

Chronology

1882:Inspired by bookseller JosepMaria Bocabella, foundation stone laid

1883: Architect Francisco de Paula del Villar resigned

1884:Gaudí appointed (had started work in previous year)

1926:Death of Gaudí, hit by a tram on way to church for daily confession

1936:Work interrupted by Spanish Civil War, plans burned

1940:Reconstitution of plans, with modern adaptations

1984:Jordi Bonetappointed chief architect, introduced computers

2005:Declared UNESCO world heritage site along with other Gaudíworks

2010: Consecrated basilica by Pope Benedict XVI

2011: Arsonist set fire and damaged the sacristy

2026:Scheduled completion (centennial of DŀǳŘƝΩǎdeath)



SagradaFamília Basilica

Height
SagradaFamília : 170 m
Chartres Cathedral: 113 m
Length
SagradaFamília : 90 m
Chartres Cathedral: 130 m
Width 
SagradaFamília: 60 m
Chartres Cathedral: 46 m
Ground area
SagradaFamília: 4,500 m²
Chartres Cathedral: 10,875 m²

SagradaFamília has shorter 
choir and nave; double aisles 
and many more towers



SagradaFamília Basilica
NicholausPevsner, art historian:  growing like sugar 
loaves and anthills; ornamenting with shards of broken 
ǇƻǘǘŜǊȅ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ΨōŀŘ ǘŀǎǘŜΩ ōǳǘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ǿƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
ruthless audacity. Louis Sullivan, architect and 
contemporary of Gaudí: greatest piece of creative 
architecture in the last 25 years. It is spirit symbolized in 
stone. Walter Gropius, pioneer of modern architecture: a 
marvel of technical perfection. George Orwell, writer: one 
of the most hideous buildings in the world. Gerald Brenan, 
British historian: not even in the European architecture of 
the period can one discover anything so vulgar and 
pretentious.
Source: Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sagrada_Fam%C3%ADlia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sagrada_Fam%C3%ADlia


SagradaFamília Basilica
Three façades:
ÅNativity (first completed)
ÅPassion (recently 

completed)
ÅGlory (last to be 

completed)
Twelve perimeter towers:
ÅTwelve apostles
Four inner towers:
ÅFour evangelists
Tower over apse:
ÅDedicated to Our Lady
Tower dome:
ÅDedicated to Jesus Christ 

Our Lord (170m high)



Sagrada Família Basilica

The mysteries of the Holy 
Rosary are depicted in the 
main façades of the Sagrada 
Família:

TheJoyful Mysteries 
on the Nativity façade, 
TheSorrowful Mysteries 
on the Passion façade and 
The Glorious Mysteries
on the  Glorious façade. 



SagradaFamília Basilica

The nativity façade http://www.sagradafamilia.org/en/symbolic-visit/

Faith

Hope

Charity

http://www.sagradafamilia.org/en/symbolic-visit/


Sagrada Família Basilica

Left: The Portal of Faith
Centre:The Immaculate Conception, Rv12; Lk 1: 26-32
Right:The Visitation, Lk 1: 39-56


